NEWPORT  PAGNELL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF 

HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1946 . 


Gentlemen  5 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  District  for  the 
year  1946. 

It  follows  the  same  lines  as  last  year.  The  vital 
statistics  refer  to  the  year  1946.  I  propose  to  issue  a 
short  supplement  later  on  g.vn'.ng  the  statistics  for  the  year 
1946.  The  water  supply  has  'been  well  maintained  during  the 
year  and  is  of  excellent  quality  as  shown  hy  the  bacteriological 
examination.  The  most  urgent  need  of  the  district  is  an 
improvement  in  the  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme.  I 
hope  it  will  be  possible  to  take  this  in  hand  during  the 
coming  year.  Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Housing  Scheme 
but  the  general  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  have  had  their 
effect.  Again  the  District  has  been  very  free  from  infectious 
disease ,  and  the  general  health  has  been  good.  -There  has 
been  no  epidemic  of  Influenza  or  other  diseases.  The  work 
of  Diphtheria  Immunisation  has  proceeded  and  55  children 
received  a  complete  course  during  the  year. 


SECTION  A. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  3432 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  1365 
Rateable  Value  £23194 

Sum  represented  by  a  1 d  rate  £93 
Estimated  population  4354 

Vital  Statistics : 

Total  Births;  59 

Males  legitimate  23 

n  illegitimate  4 

Females  legitimate  30 

"  illegitimate  2 

Birth  rate  per  1000  13-55 

Still  Births  2  males 

Total  Deaths;  51 

Males  29 

Females  22 

Death  rate  per  1000  11.71 


♦ 

There  were  no  deaths  of  Infant r  under  1  year. 

No  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  2  years. 

SECTION  B . 

There  are  no  changes  to  report  under  this  heading, 
various  services  functioned  well. 


The 


/ 


SUCTION  C . 
Y»  ITER  • 


Ash  Hill  Supply . 

The  output  from  this  source  did  not  improve  during  the 
year.  For  5  months  it  was  necessary  to  restrict  the  output 
to  about  30 o 000  gallons  a  day. 

Quality:  A  bacteriological  examination  was  made  on  16.9*46, 

Bae  Coli  were  absent  in  100  c.c.,  B.  Welch!  Reaction  absent  in 

10  c.c;  present  in  100  c.c.  The  Analyst  reported  that  the 
sample  was  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  of  a  satisfactory 
bacterial  purity  indicating  a  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply. 

C  al  d  e  c  o  t  e  S  upp  ly . 

in  general  this  source  was  able  to  supply  the  required 
amount  to  make  up  for  the  reduction  of  quantity  from  Ash  Hill. 

The  average  daily  consumption  has  slightly  increased  from 
110,000  gallons  to  125,000  gallons.  This  has  been  supplied 
from  the  sources  except  for  20  days  during  August  and 

September.  On  these  days  the  supply  was  restricted  between 
the  hours  of  7  p.m.  and  6.30  a.m. 

Quality:  The  quality  of  the  treated  water  has  been  excellent, 

^ 3  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  during  the  year. 

In  all  Bac  Ooli  were  absent  in  100  c.c.  B  Welchi  Reaction 
present  in  100  c.c.  on  occasions.  Otherwise  absent.  The 
report  of  the  Analyst  stated,  the  sample  is  clear  and  bright 
and  of  the  highest  bacterial  purity,  it  indicates  a  pure  and 
wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply. 

In  view  of  the  probable  increased  demand  for  water  both 
for  domestic  and  trade  purposes  the  Council  should  press  for 
early  completion  of  the  scheme  of  bulk  purchase  from  the 
Bucks  Water  Board. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

In  view  of  the  urgency  for  an  improved  sewage  and  sewerage 
disposal  scheme  I  would  recommend  the  Council  to  urge  the 
Engineers  to  proceed  with  the  final  draft  proposals  in  order 
that  the  amended  scheme,  in  accordance  with  their  preliminary 
report,  may  be  completed  at  the  earliest  possible  date. 

These  proposals  of  the  Engineers  suggest  the  substitution 
of  settling  tanks  of  vertical  flow  type  instead  of  the 
horizontal  type  at  present  in  use;  Four  automatic  sprinklers 
over  percolating  filters  to  replace  the  present  land  treatment; 
the  sewage  to  then  pass  through  final  settlement  tanks.  The 
effluent  would  then  be  fit  for  final  discharge.  This  system 
is  a  great  improvement  on  the  present  one  and  could  be  so 
constructed  as  to  deal  satisfactorily  with  the  increased  sewage 
which  is  likely  to  arise.  This  the  present  works  cannot 
effectively  do. 

Scavenging . 

The  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  has  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out  during  the  year.  The  weekly  collectionn  was. 
started  in  December  1945  previous  to  which  only  fortnightly 
collections  had  been  possible  owing  to  the  war-time  difficulties. 

SECT! ON  D . 

11  Oj  SING . 

The  housing  site  in  Broad  Street  is  being  developed,  40 
houses  have  already  been  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
of  these,  2  have  been  completed  and  occupied.  The  remaining  38 
are  in  the  course  of  erection,  8  of  these  are  nearly  completed 
and  the  others  in  various  stages  of  erection. 
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SECTION  F. 
INFECTIOUS  DTSF.ASTmg 


disease'durfnftle^ear?311  ^om  infectious 

^  1  haVe  UCCiVed  are  as  follows: 

pneumonia  1  case  m  a  male  aged  32 

Tuberculosis^  ^  **>*  7‘ 

the  Portages the" general  dimcu5f  cofdl jns °f 
Diphtheria  Immunisation- 

were  und4SRthe  yeaI\55  children  were  immunised.  Of  these  56 
f,t™der  5  years  of  age  ana  19  between  5  and  15  years  3 

2i“  ;S”„S”  J“"  •■>  “•  !»<■«.«  »=ir„,5c2t„  ,u  o, 

«n2.si“,r5s2r;;  {srfcanr.si**-"* » 

In  tabular  form  the  results  are  as  follow: 

Newport  Pagnell  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
Newport  Pagnell  Schools 

TOTAL 


Under  5 

35 

_J 

36 


5-15 

19 

19 


The  Welfare  Authority  is  now  T,p£?nrmr,,i'M d  -p  +v, 
of  children  nnrW  r  ^  responsible  for  the  immunisation 

15  years  5’  your  oouncl1  children  between  5  and 


This  coneludes  my  report , 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
CHAS.  H.  F.  BAILEY 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  20th  1947. 


